A 

DIALOGUE 

CONCERNING 

TAR  WATER; 

T  / 

BETWEEN 

Mr.  Benjamin  Smith,  lately  deceafed , 
Dr.  Hancock,  and  Dr.  Garth, 

AT  THEIR 

MEETING  upon  the  BANKS 

OF  THE 

RIVER  STTX. 


Hinc  Via  Tar-tar-eas  qiue  fert  Acherontis  ad  U nd  as. 


LONDON ; 

Printed  for  C.  B.  and  Sold  by  A.  Dodd,  at  the 
Peacock ,  near  EJfex-Streetj  in  the  Strand, 
Mdqcxliv, 


' 

.  ^  '*  *  *  & 


-  > 


1 


S  I  R  I  $ 

i  f  *  .'•-«*  *»  • 

IN  THE 

SHADES,  &c. 

\  '  '  I  *  '  f\ 

Smith,  O  be  cut  off  thus  untimely  ! 

To  be  torn  from  my  Wealth, 
jfL  and  all  the  Pleafures  which 
that  might  have  afforded  me; 
and,  inftead  thereof,  to  be  condemned  for 
ever  to  thefe  gloomy  Regions :  ’Tis  a  tor¬ 
menting  Thought !  Had  I  but  lived  to  finifh 
the  laid  Purchafe - 

Hancock .  You're  welcome  to  the  lower 
World,  Sir :  But  pray,  What  makes  you  fo 
penfive,  and  fo  melancholy  ? 

Smith .  Oh  that  confounded  Dr.  — —  ! 

t 

Hancock .  Alas,  Sir !  We  hear  thefe  Kind 
of  Complaints  daily  from  fuch,  as  arrive  here 
from  the  upper  World  ;  and,  I  confefs,  there 
is  often  but  too  much  Reafon  for  them.  I 
heartily  pity  your  hard  Fate,  and  am  as  rea¬ 
dy  as  any  Body  to  join  with  you  in  Railing  at 
the  Faculty. — But  pray,  Sir,  be  fo  good  as 
to  inform  me,  what  Diftemper  fent  you  hi¬ 
ther. 
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Smith.  If  it  will  be  any  Satisfa&ion  to  you 
to  know,  I  muft  tell  you,  Sir,  that  I  died  of 
a  Burning  Fever :  A  Caufus ,  I  think,  was  - 
the  Name  which  my  Phyfician  gave  it. 

Hancock .  What!  I  fuppofe,  you  were 
fuffocated  by  the  hot  Regimen ;  and  died,  as 
Thoufands  more  have  done,  of  Blifters,  Cor¬ 
dials,  and  Sudorificks. 

Smith .  No,  Sir,  I  cannot  blame  my  Phy¬ 
fician  for  what  he  did  to  me  5  he  has  the 
Reputation  of  a  fkilful  Man,  and  treated 
me*  1  believe,  according  to  the  Rules  of  Art. 

Hancock .  What  have  you  to  complain  of 
then.  Sir  ? 

Smith.  My  Quarrel  with  my  Phyfician  is 
not  fo  much  on  Account  of  what  he  did,  as 
what  he  did  not  do. 

Hancock.  I  do  not  underftand  you,  Sir,  and 
fhould  be  glad  if  you  would  explain  your- 
felf. 

Smith.  Have  you  not  heard  of  a  Remedy, 
which  has  lately  been  difcovered  in  the  upper 
World,  to  cure  all  Difeafes,  and  prolong  a 
Man’s  Life  to  the  Age  of  Methufelah  ! 

Hancock.  I  have  heard  of  many  Preten¬ 
ders  to  Univerfal  Medicines,  fince  I  left  the 
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World  -y  but  I  am  confident  that  none  ever 
came  up  to  my  Specific  , —  Not  even  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Pill  and  Drop :  But,  pray,  what 
may  this  grand  Arcanum  be  ? 

Smith .  It  would  take  up  too  much  Time 
to  enumerate  all  its  Excellencies,  but,  to  fum 
them  up  in  few  Words,  it  is  a  Remedy 
which  contains  the  Quinteflence  of  all  Re¬ 
medies,  which  the  Wit  of  Man  has  ever  yet 
difcovered  j  it  is  the  moft  fovereign  Balfam  in 
all  Nature,  and  in  it  are  comprifed  the  Vir¬ 
tues  of  Mercury,  Soap,  Opium,  Steel,  the 
Woods,  and  Gums,  and,  in  fiiort,  of  the 
whole  Animal,  Mineral,  and  V egetable  King¬ 
dom. 

Hancock.  '  This  Medicine  muft  be  a  very 
extraordinary  one,  indeed,  if  it  anfwers  the 
Character  you  give  of  it. 

Smith .  After  all  that  I  have  faid,  I  have 
been  far  from  doing  Juftice  to  this  illumina¬ 
ting  y  vivifying  Cordial ;  but,  you  will  foon  be 
convinced  of  the  Truth  of  what  I  tell  you  5 
for  if  the  Ufe  of  it  ihould  prevail  (as  I  doubt 
not  in  fo  difcerning  an  Age  it  will)  you  will 
not  fee  fuch  Shoals  of  the  Dead  arrive  here 
daily,  as  you  ufed  to  do — In  ihort,  I  believe 
that  Charon  may  even  lay  up  his  Boat  and 
keep  Holy-day,  fince  there  will  be  little  or 
no  Employment  for  him. 
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Hancock .  Pray,  Sir,  if  I  may  take  the  Li¬ 
berty  to  afk,  How  came  you  to  quit  the 
World,  juft  at  the  Time  when  fuch  a  Life¬ 
prolonging  Medicine  was  difcovered  i  For, 
as  you  feem  fo  well  acquainted  with  its 
Virtues,  I  fappofe  you  did  not  come  hither 
before  you  had  {'wallowed  a  fufiicient  Dofe 
of  it. 

Smith.  Ah,  Sir,  this  is  what  I  was  la¬ 
menting  when  I  met  with  you.  Had  I  fol¬ 
lowed  my  own  Judgment,  and  taken  the 
Remedy  as  I  ought,  I  might  have  been  alive 
at  this  Time — But  1  mail  needs  fend  fora 
Phyfician  (to  fatisfy  the  Importunity  of  my 
Friends)  and  the  Doctor,  under  Pretence, 
that  it  would  inflame  my  Blood,  and  I  know 
not  what  befides,  would  not  fuffer  me  to 
drink  enough  of  it  ;  and  this  was  the  Reafon 
of  my  coming  hither^ 

Hancock.  Your  Cafe  is  very  hard,  I  own — 
Phyflcians,  I  fee,  go  on  juft  as  they  did  in 
my  Time,  and  had  rather  at  any  Time  let 
twenty  Patients  die,  than  ftir  a  Step  out  of 
the  beaten  Road — But  you  have  laid  fo  much 
of  this  furprifmg  Remedy,  that  I  long  to 
be  acquainted  with  it  :  Pray,  did  the  Inven¬ 
tor  make  it  public,  or  did  he  conceal  it  from 
the  World  ? 

Smith.  Conceal  it  ?  No,  Sir.  The  Au- 
thor  is  not  one  of  thcfe  Men,  who  take  Ad- 
.  vantage 
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vantage  of  People’s  Credulity,  to  impofe  their 
Nojlrums  on  them  ;  he  is  of  a  Rank  which 
fets  him  above  Quackery,  and  generoufly  com¬ 
municated  his  Remedy,  “  through  a  Belief, 
<c  that  it  would  prove  a  valuable  Prefen t  to 

the  Publick.” 

Hancock .  I  very  much  commend  him  for 
it ;  for,  fhould  the  Public  find  it  not  to  be 
worth  any  Things  they  cannot  complain  that 
anything  was  given  for  it ;  as  I  have  been  told 
they  did  upon  a  late  Occafion  ;  when  they 
were  forced  to  pay  a  very  confiderable  Sum 
for  the  Difcovery  of  a  Medicine  of  very  in- 
confiderable  Value —  But,  pray,  Sir,  do  not 
keep  me  any  longer  in  Sufpenfe  ;  for  I  begin 
to  fancy,  that  this  mu  ft  be  the  Univerjal 
Medicine ,  which  the  Alchymifts  have  been 
fo  long  in  Search  of,  or  Aurum  Potabile ,  at 
leaft. 

Smith .  You  are  quite  miftaken,  I  afliire 
you,  Sir ;  inftead  of  being  a  Thing  valuable 
for  its  Scarcity,  it  is  a  Remedy  which  its 
Cheapnefs  and  Plenty  has  rendered  contemp¬ 
tible —  In  fhort,  Sir,  it  is  nothing  more  than 
Spring-Water,  impregnated  with  the  Vir¬ 
tues  of  that  fovereign  Balfam,  T  A  R. 

Hancock .  Par-Water ,  Sir !  Is  that  your 
illuminating,  vivifying  Cordial  ?  Your  Re¬ 
medy  that  contains  the  Quinteflence  of  all 
other  Remedies  ?  Ah,  Sir  !  had  you  taken 
my  Specific ,  you!  might  have  been  in  the 
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Pofleffion  of  thofe  Pleafures,  which  you 
feem  fo  mightily  to  regret  the  Lofsof :  But, 
for  "Tar-Water,  I  will  not  anfwer  for  it,  that 
it  would  have  been  of  any  more  Service  to 

you,  than  your  Phyiician  was - Why,  I 

have  read  the  Book,  Sir,  and  could  not  have 
imagined,  that  any  one  in  his  Senfes  could 
ever  have  been  brought  to  fwallow  fo  nau- 
feous  a  Draught. 

Smith .  I  prefume,  Sir,  by  your  mention¬ 
ing  your  Specific ,  that  you  was  a  Practitio¬ 
ner  in  the  upper  World ;  I  fhould  not  there¬ 
fore  prefume  to  afk  what  your  Specific  was, 
were  there  a  Poffibility  of  its  being  any  lon¬ 
ger  profitable  to  you  ;  but,  as  there  is  not, 
I  fuppofe  you’ll  make  no  Scruple  of  reveal¬ 
ing  it. 

Hancock.  I  never  made  any  Secret  of  my 
Medicines :  If  I  had,  his  Lordfhip’s  Trca- 
tife  would  probably  never  have  feen  the 
Light;  for,  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  he  plainly 
borrowed  the  Hint  from  me  ;  and  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  Remedy  is  only  my  Grand  Febrifuge 
in  Difguife. 

Smith .  I  cry  you  Mercy,  Sir  ;  I  fuppofe, 
from  the  Mention  of  your  Grand  Febrifuge , 
that  you  are  the  once  celebrated  Water - 
DoBor ,  whom  I  have  heard  Talk  of  in  the 
World  above. 
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Hancock.  ’Twas  I  that  taught  the  World 
the  Virtues  of  Cold-water,  Sir  ;  and,  I  am 
forry  to  fee  a  Perfon,  of  fuch  high  Rank  and 
Dignity  in  the  Church,  condefcend  to  1'uch 
low  Artifices,  as  to  (leal  my  Invention,  drefs 
it  up  a-new,  and  pafs  it  off  for  his  own. 
For  his  Lord  (hip’s  Remedy  is  nothing  more 
than  my  Specific,  corrupted  by  the  Addi¬ 
tion  of  that  naufeous  Ingredient,  Tar. — — 
Did  you  ever  read  my  Book ,  Sir  ? 

Smith .  I  cannot  fay  I  ever  did  ;  and  you 
will  not  think  it  ftrange  that  I  have  not, 
when  I  tell  you,  that  few  People,  now-a- 
Days  know,  that  there  is  fuch  a  Thing  ex¬ 
tant  in  the  World. - However,  I  am  ac¬ 

quainted  with  the  Purport  of  it,  and  may 
venture  to  affirm,  that  your  Febrifuge  can¬ 
not  be  brought  in  Competition  with  Tar- 
IVater . 

Hancock .  There’s  the  Misfortune  on’t 
I  am  confident,  that,  if  People  would  but 
read  my  Booky  they  would  not  (land  in  fuch 

Admiration  of  his  Lordlhip’s - But,  Sir, 

as  you  are  a  Stranger  to  it,  I  do  not  care,  if 
I  take  a  little  Pains  to  convince  you  of  the 
Truth  of  what  I  affert — And,  a  Proposy  here 
comes  a  Phyfician,  who  fhall  be  Judge,  to 
which  of  the  two  the  Preference  is  due, 
namely,  the  Biffiop’s  Remedy,  or  mine. 

Smith.  Agreed. 
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Hancock .  You’re  come  very  opportunely, 
Docftor — for  this  Gentleman,  who  is  newly 
arrived  here,  and  myfelf,  were  difputing  up¬ 
on  a  Subject  which  belongs  to  your  Profef- 
fion,  and  we  agreed  to  refer  the  Matter  to 
your  Decifion. 

Garth .  I  am  obliged  to  you,  Gentlemen, 
for  the  Honour  you  intended  me  ;  but  I 
muft  beg  to  be  excufed,  for  I  never  loved 
Difputes,  unlefs  they  were  fuch  as  were  like¬ 
ly  to  afford  me  fome  Diverfion.  Befides, 
Sir,  I  am  now  in  Hade. 

Hancock.  We  fhall  not  detain  you  long, 
Doctor ;  the  Difpute  between  us  will  quick¬ 
ly  be  decided.  To  let  you  into  the  Nature 
of  it,  then,  this  Gentleman  has  been  giving 
me  an  Account  of  a  Remedy  which  has  late¬ 
ly  been  much  talked  of  above,  and  I  have 
undertaken  to  convince  him,  that  the  Au¬ 
thor  has  taken  the  Hint  from  me,  and  that 
my  febrifuge  is  ftill  the  better  Remedy  of 
the  two. 

Garth.  You  mean  Tar-water ,  I  fuppole  ; 
if  that  be  the  Subject  of  your  Debate,  I 
will  day  to  hear  it  out,  though  I  make  my 
Patients  wait,  for  I  have  heard  drange  Re¬ 
ports  of  the  Miracles  which  it  has  performed. 
A  Ghoft,  who  arrived  here  a  few  Days  a- 
go,  affured  me,  that  the  Bills  of  Mortality 
were  decreafed,  one  Half  at  lead,  fince  the 

Pub- 


Publication  of  the  Bifhop’s  Book  ;  that 
Tar-water  was  drank  by  all  Sorts  of  People  ; 
that  it  was  talked,  when  he  came  away,'  that 
the  Ministry  had  fome  Thoughts  of  taking 
off  the  Duty  upon  fpirituous  Liquors,  and 
laying  it  upon  Tar-water ,  fince  it  was  ap¬ 
prehended,  that  the  Drinking  of  the  Latter’ 
would  intirely  put  a  Stop  to  the  Confump- 
tion  of  the  former  Liquors. — Upon  Hearing 
this,  I  made  all  the  Enquiry  I  could,  to  get 
the  Book ;  and,  after  much  Difficulty,  I  met 
with  one,  for,  fince  the  Publication  of  the 
new  Edidt,  it  is  a  hard  Matter  to  get  Sight  of 
a  new  Book. 

Smith .  What,  have  you  Books  in  Hell 

then,  Sir  ? 

/ 

Garth .  Yes,  Sir  :  We  ufed  to  have  all 
the  new  Books  fent  us  hither,  weekly,  from 
your  World;  but,  fince  the  Writings  of  Free¬ 
thinkers  have  abounded  fo  much,  Pluto  has 
publiChed  an  Edidt  ftridtly  forbidding  the  Im¬ 
portation  of  all  Books  from  thence,  being 
afraid,  left  the  Morals  of  his  Subjects  fiiould 
be  corrupted  by  them — But  to  go  on  with 
what  I  was  faying, — His  Infernal  Majefty, 
upon  Hearing  fo  much  of  the  Virtues  of 
Tar-water ,  gave  me  Orders  to  prepare  fome, 
and  to  make  Trial  of  it  upon  Tantalus  ; 
for,  as  he  has  been  fo  long  without  Tailing 
any  Liquor,  his  Majefty  judged  that  he 
would  fwallow  it  very  greedily. — Accord¬ 
ingly,  he  was  releafed  from  his  Confine- 
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ment,  and  entered  upon  a  Courfe  of  Tar - 
vater,  with  great  Alacrity,  fancying  his 
Punifhmertt  was  now  at  an  End  $  but,  whe¬ 
ther  it  does  not  agree  fo  well  with  our  fub- 
terranean  Conflitutions,  as  it  does  with  yours 
above ;  or  whether  it  was  not  rightly  pre¬ 
pared,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  he  had  not  been 
in  this  Courfe  above  three  Days,  before  it 
made  him  fo  horribly  fick,  that  he  begged 
to  be  put  into  his  Lake  again  ;  declaring, 
that  he  had  rather  be  parched  with  Third:  to 
all  Eternity,  than  drink  a  Drop  more  of  it. 

Smith.  I  believe,  Dodtor,  it  will  be  no 
hard  Matter  to  account  for  the  Diforders 
which  Tar-water  occafions  in  your  infernal 
Conflitutions ;  for  Tar,  efpecially  that  which 
is  drawn  from  the  Mountain  Pine,  is  im¬ 
pregnated  with  fo  large  a  Quantity  of  a  lu¬ 
minous  Spirit,  or  the filar  Light,  that  it  is  no 
Wonder  that  you,  who  love  Darknefs  rather 
than  Light,  fhould  have  an  Averfion  to  it. 

Garth.  Very  likely.  Sir,  that  may  be  the 
Cafe,  and  1  thank  you  for  the  Hint — But  I 
have  heard  that  it  agrees  no  better  with  fome 
of  your  Earthly  Conflitutions,  than  it  does 
with  ours. — Do  they  like  wife  love  Darknefs 
rather  than  Light  ?  Or  is  there  fome  other 
Reafon  for  their  Antipathy  to  it  ?  But  I 
won’t  put  you  to  the  Trouble  of  anfwering 
thefe  Queftions  at  prefent. — I  fhould  now  be 
glad  to  be  informed,  if  you  pleafe,  what 
Cures  have  been  done  by  Tar-water  in  the 
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upper  World —  For,  though  I  have  read  the 
Book,  fuch  a  ftudied  Want  of  Perfpicuity, 
and  fuch  a  methodical  Want  of  Method, 
feems  to  run  through  the  Whole  that,  I  con- 
fefs,  I  am  not  much  the  wifer  for  it, 

Smith.  To  remedy  the  Want  of  Method, 
which  you  complain  of,  Sir,  I  fhall  endea¬ 
vour  to  collect  together  all  that  his  Lordfhip 
has  faid  of  the  Excellencies  of  Tar-water , 
and  place  them  in  one  View —  To  begin 
with  acute  D  if  orders,  it  is  an  excellent  Pre- 
fervative  or  Preparative  againft  the  Small 
Pox  *,  Eryfpelas,  or  St.  Anthony's  Fire ,  all 
epidemical  Disorders  in  general,  and  againft 
all  other  Infection  whatever,  as  well  as  againft 
all  the  PaJJions  of  the  Mind' f.  It  fucceeds 
beyond  Expectation  in  Pleurifies ,  Peri - 
pneumonies ,  and  all  Dilbrders  of  the  inflam¬ 
matory  Kind ,  and  may  fafely  be  trufted  to 
alone,  without  Bleeding,  or  Bliftering,  or  any 
other  Medicine  whatever  J.  It  is  an  ad¬ 
mirable  Remedy  in  Dyfenteries ,  and  infal¬ 
libly  cures  Fevers  of  all  Kinds ,  and  even 
the  Plague  itjelf  if  drank  in  fufficient  Quan¬ 
tity,  and  continued  long  enough  ||,  fo  that 
the  Patient  need  not  be  at  the  Expence  of 
any  other  Medicine. — I  ftiould  trefpafs  too 
much  upon  your  Time,  if  I  attempted  to 
enumerate  all  its  Virtues  in  chronical  D/f- 

.1 

tempers  ;  I  fhall,  therefore,  only  obferve  in 
general,  that  it  is  good  in  QbftruFtions ,  Ajlh- 

*  Sett.  2.  f  Sett,  85.  J  Sett.  5.  78.  ||  Sett. 
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mas,  the  Gravel,  Cachetic  and  Hyfteric 
Cafes  ;  that  it  is  of  excellent  Ufe  againft 
Poijons,  Bites  of  venomous  Animals,  the  Pal- 
Jy,  and  Kings,- Evil ;  that  it  furpaffes  every 
Thing  in  Coughs,  Gonfumptions,  and  Ulcers 
of  all  Kinds,  particularly  of  the  Lungs  j 
which  la  ft  are  generally  efteemed  incura¬ 
ble  *. —  It  infallibly  takes  off  all  Spafms, 
Cramps,  Convulfions,  and  the  like,  being  good 
for  the  Nerves  in  general  -fa — It  is  good  in  . 
all  the  feveral  Kinds  of  Scurvy,  as  well  acid 
and  alcaline  as  muriatic,  and  is  the  only  Me¬ 
dicine  that  cures  them  all  without  doing  any 
Hurt  +. — It  ftrengthens  the  Stomach,  and 
cures  .  Indigefion cures  Gangrenes  and  the 
Cholic,  and  prevents  the  Gout  ||. —  To  con¬ 
clude,  it  chears  the  dreary  Mind,  reftores 
a  crazy  Conjlitution,  and  fubverts  the  gloo¬ 
my  Empire  of  the  Spleen  **,  creating  a  calm 
Jatisfied  Senfe  of  Health  ff,  and  is  the  only 
Remedy  ever  yet  found  out  (not  excepting 
Myrrh  itfelf )  to  prolong  the  Life  of  Man  JJ, 
which  it  does  by  rendering  it  more  intenfe 
as  well  as  more  durable,  fince  it  enables  the 
Drinkers  of  it  to  live  more  in  one  Hour, 
than  others  do  in  two  |j||. 

Garth.  You  have  been  very  eloquent,  in 
Praife  of  his  Lordfhip’s  Remedy,  I  confefs  ; 
but,  if  I  remember  right,  the  Biihop  has  at¬ 
tributed  one  Excellency  to  it,  which  you  have 

*  Sea.  c.  +  SeS.  102.  f  Sefl.  97.  ||  Seft. 

80,  82.  **  Seft.  106.  ft  Sett.  85.  ff  Sea.  49. 
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forgot,  and  that  no  mean  one,  in  the  Opi¬ 
nion  of  fome  People,  viz.  <c  That  it  is  an 
<c  excellent  Prefer vative  of  the  Teeth  and 
<c  Gums.”  However,  if  it  has  but  Half  the 
Virtues,  which  you  attribute  to  it,  one  need 
not  wonder  at  People’s  Fondnefs  for  it — 
But,  I  pray,  Sir,  be  fo  good  as  to  favour  us 
with  an  Account  of  its  Manner  of  Operating, 
for  that  will  enable  us,  perhaps,  to  account 
for  its  wonderful  Effe&s. 

Smith .  That  it  will,  I  can  affure  you. 
Sir,  for  his  Lordfhip’s  Reafoning  about  the 
Principles  it  contains,  and  its  Manner  of  Adt- 
ing,  will  appear  more  wonderful,  if  poffible, 
than  the  Effects  of  the  Remedy  have  done — 
I’ll  give  it  you  in  as  few  Words  as  poffible — 
Its  Manner  of  Operating,  then,  is  very  diffe¬ 
rent,  in  different  Subjects,  and  even  in  the 
fame  Subject,  according  as  he  happens  to  be 
differently  difpofed.  Its  contrary  Effects  may 
feem  chimerical  to  fome  *,  but  may  be  ea- 
lily  reconciled  from  confidering  the  Princi¬ 
ples  it  contains —  It  is  compounded,  then,  of 
an  extremely  fine,  balfamicy  vivifying ,  and 
illuminating  Volatile  Salty  or  Spirit  -f*,  and  an 
ejfential  animated  Oil  J,  exalted  and  enriched 
by  a  large  Portion  of  the  folar  Light ;  and 
hence  thofe  Pines  produce  the  beft 
which  grow  on  mountainous  Places,  and  are 
moft  expofed  to  the  Adtion  of  the  Sun— 
From  the  Principles  it  contains,  it  adts  both 

*  Sett.  72.  f  Sett.  7.  44.  47,  t  Sett.  44. 
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as  an  Acid,  and  an  Oil,  a  Balfam,  and  a  Soap-— 
It  contains  the  Virtues  of  all  the  Turpentines 
and  Balfam ;  of  AJJa  fcetida,  Galbanum , 

Myrrh  and  Amber  ;  of  Balm  of  Gilead,  La- 
phi,  and  Peru :  It  is  polfeffed,  moreover, 
of  the  Qualities  of  Guaiacum,  and  all  the 
Woods ;  of  Opium,  Mercury,  Soap,  and  Salt ; 
of  Amber ;  of  Elixir  Prophetatis,  and  Stough¬ 
ton's  Drops  *  ;  of  Wood- foot,  and  the  belt 
chalybeate  zndfulpbureous  Waters— As  it  con¬ 
tains  the  fpecific  Qualities  of  fuch  a  Variety 
of  Medicines,  it  is  eafy  to  account  for  its  di - 
ferent,  and  even  contrary  Effeds— -For,.  by 
its  volatile,  acid  Spirit,  it  ads  as  an  Alterative, 
a  Diaphoretic,  a  Cordial,  and  a  Diuretic. 
As  an  Acid,  indeed,  it  coagulates,  and  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  bad,  in  fcrophulous,  hyfte- 
ric,  and  hypochondriacal  Cafes  ;  but  then, 
as  a  Soap,  it  refolves  the  coagulated  Juices  f, 
raifeth  the  Spirits,  and  is  an  excellent  Anti- 
hyfteric,  no  lefs  innocent  than  potent  +. 
It  is  certain,  that  Tar-water  warms  || ;  but 
then  it  is  as  certain,  that  it  cools;  and  thus  it 
does  great  Good  in  a  cold,  watery  Conuituti- 
on  and  allays  feverilh  Heat  and  Third  in 
another  **.  When  it  ads  as  Guaiacum,  or 
Turpentine,  it  heats  and  difpofes  to  inflam¬ 
matory  Tumours :  But  then,  again,  as.  an 
Acid,  it  is  cooling,  and  refills  Inflammations 
ff  It  is  good  again  ft  too  great  Fluidity  and 
Acrimony  of  Humours,  as  a  Balfamic  -,  and 
againft  Vifcidity,  as  a  Soap  ££.  By  its  Warmth 

+  Sea.  98.  |  Sea.  9Q-  II  Sea.  74. 
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and  Adlivity,  it  quickens  the  fluggifh  Blood 
of  the  Hyfterical  3  and,  by  its  baliamic,  oily 
Nature,  it  abates  the  too  rapid  Motion  of  the 
fharp,  thin  Blood  in  thofe  who  are  hedlic 
by  quickening  the  Motion  of  the  Fluids,  it 
ftrengthens  and  braces  up  the  weak,  lax  Fi¬ 
bres  3  on  the  other  Hand,  as  a  bland,  undtu- 
ous,  watery  Fluid,  it  moiftens  and  relaxes 
the  too  dry  and  ftiff  Fibres,  and  fo  proves  a 
Remedy  for  both  Extremes  -f*  :  It  attenu¬ 
ates  like  common  Water  but  then  it  does 
not  diftend  and  relax  the  Veffels,  as  Water 
does  J.  I  might  fay  more  of  its  admirable 
Qualities,  but,  for  Fear  of  being  tedious,  I 
fhall  only  add,  that  this  fafe  and  cheap  Me¬ 
dicine,  this  Water  of  Health,  as  it  may  be 
juflly  called,  emulates  the  Virtues  of  that  fa¬ 
mous  Plant  Ginfeng ,  as  it  raifes  the  Spirits, 
without  depreffing  them,  and  is,  perhaps,  the 
only  Medicine  in  the  World  that  fuits  all 
Ages,  and  all  Circumflances,  all  Seafons,  and 
all  Conftitutions  ||. 

Garth .  Your  Account  of  the  various  Ope¬ 
rations  of  Tar-water  puts  me  very  much 
in  Mind  of  a  Scene,  which  I  have  former¬ 
ly  read  in  one  of  Moliere' s  Comedies.  A 
Mifer  is  there  reprefented  as  keeping  but 
one  Servant,  who  is  obliged  to  adt  in  the 
different  Capacities  of  Coachman,  Cook,  and 
Butler:  This  occafions  great  Confufion,  for, 
when  his  Mailer  calls,  he  is  at  a  Lois  to 

*  Se£t.  52.  -j-  Seft.  57.  $  Ibid. 
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know  what  Charader  he  is  to  appear  in, 
whether  as  Coachman  or  as  Cook.  I  can¬ 
not  help  thinking  that  your  Remedy,  like 
the  Mifer’s  Servant,  muft  be  in  great  Per¬ 
plexity  for  Want  of  knowing  what  Part  it  is 
to  ad  ;  for  Example,  whether  it  is  to  heat 
or  cool,  to  ad  as  a  Balfam  or  a  Soap. — -This 
Difficulty,  I  think,  can  hardly  be  got  over 
upon  your  Author’s  Hypothefis,  that  a  Me¬ 
dicine  may  have  contrary  Qualities  ;  but,  for 
my  own  Part,  I  am  too  dull  to  apprehend, 
how  a  Remedy,  which  is  heating,  can  at 
the  fame  Time  be  cooling  likewife. 

Smith.  Nothing  fo  eafy  to  conceive ;  for, 
6C  Why  may  not  a  Medicine  cool  in  one 
■c  Part,  and  warm  in  another,  be  a  Reme- 
cc  dy  to  either  Extreme 

Garth.  Suppofe  a  Perfon  fhould  endea¬ 
vour  to  convince  you,  that  Punch  was  an  ad¬ 
mirable  Remedy  in  Fevers  j  What  would 
you  think  of  him  ? 

Smith .  I  fhould  think  either  that  he  was 
impofed  upon  himfelf,  or  elfe  had  a  Mind 
to  impofe  upon  my  Credulity. 

Garth.  And  yet,  Sir,  you  have  been  en¬ 
deavouring  to  do  the  like  by  me. 

*  SeCt.  97. 
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Smith.  I  am  not  confcious  of  any  fuch 
Intention  3  pray  how  does  it  appear  ? 

/ 

Garth .  You  have  been  recommending  Tar- 
water  as  a  Remedy  in  Fevers  3  and  when  I 
objected,  that  it  was  heating,  you  replied, 
that,  as  it  was  heating  in  one  Part,  and  cool¬ 
ing  in  another,  it  might  be  a  Remedy  in 
either  Extreme.  And  may  not  this  Reaion- 
ing  with  equal  JuStice  be  applied  to  Punch  ? 
As,  for  Example,  Punch  is  heating  in  one 
Part,  and  cooling  in  another  3  as  it  is  made 
of  Rum  it  heats,  but  as  it  contains  a  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Water  and  of  Orange-juice  it  cools  ; 
it  may,  therefore,  be  a  Remedy  in  either 
Extreme,  and  by  Confequence  an  admirable 
Remedy  in  Fevers. 

Smith.  I  do  not  pretend  to  understand  Lo¬ 
gic,  for  my  Part  3  but  I  look  upon  Tar -water 
to  be  good  in  Fevers,  becaufe  the  Bifhop  of 

Cloyne  has  faid  fo. - -And  this  has  more 

Weight  with  me,  than  all  your  Arguments 
put  together. 

Garth.  I  expedted  that  it  would,  Sir,  and 
on  that  Account  Shall  not  perplex  you  with 
any  more  of  them.  But  now,  Dodtor,  if 
you  pleafe  let  us  hear  what  you  have  to 
lay  in  Defence  of  your  Febrifuge  3  for,  tho' 
I  have  formerly  read  your  Book,  the  greatest 
Part  of  it  has  long  fince  efcaped  my  Memo¬ 
ry. — There  is  one  Thing,  indeed,  which 
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made  fo  ftrong  an  Impreflion  on  my  Mind, 
that  I  (hail  not  eafily  forget  it ;  and  that  is, 
your  Method  of  caring  the  Cholic  ;  where, 
I  think,  you  advife  the  Patient  to  fwallow  a 
Quart  of  cold  Water,  and  then  to  ftand  upon 
his  Head. 

Hancock.  I  know  that  People  made  them- 
felves  merry  with  my  Prefci  iptions,  as  well 
as  my  Reafons  for  them,  when  they  firft 
appeared  ;  and  yet  my  Reafoning,  about  cold 
Water ,  may  perhaps  be  found  to  be  full  as 
good,  as  his  Lordlhip’s  Reafoning  concern¬ 
ing  Tar-water.  And  it  is  plain  his  Lord- 
fhip  thought  it  of  fome  Weight,  or  other- 
wife  he  would  not  have  copied  it  as  he  has 
done.  This  I  fhall  prefently  make  appear  ; 
but  firil  I  fhall  fhew  that  greater  Cures  have 
been  performed  by  my  Specific  than  any 

that  Mr.  Smith  has  or  can  produce. - 

And  here  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  Diftem- 
pers,  in  which  *1  ar-water  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  Mr.  Smithy  and  of  which  he  has 
given  us  a  very  ample  Catalogue,  are  of  two 
Kinds,  Firji,  Such  as  his  Lordfhip  affirms , 
upon  his  own  Experience,  to  have  been  cured ; 
and,  Secondly ,  Such  as  he  fujpedls  or  verily 
believes  may  be  cured  by  drinking  it.  For 
the  Sake  of  Method,  therefore,  I  fhall  divide 
his  Lordfhip’s  Cures  into  Real  and  Imagi¬ 
nary  :  To  begin  with  the  real  Cures  ;  we 
have  his  Lordfhip’s  Word  for  it,  “  That  he 
t€  has  rendered  the  Small  Pox  favourable, 
‘c  cured  Ulcers  and  cutaneous  Eruptions  by 
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<c  Tar-water ,  and  has  found  it  more  fuc~ 
“  cefsful  in  the  foul  Diftemper  than  Sali- 

“  vation,  or  the  Wood-drinks ;  that  it  fuc- 

*  \ 

iC  ceeded  beyond  his  Hopes  in  a  Confump- 
“  tive  Cough,  and  Ulcer  of  the  Lungs, 
“  (as  plainly  appeared  by  expedorated  Pus) 
<c  and  like  wife  in  a  Pleurify  and  Peripneu- 

<c  mony.” - In  another  Place  he  affures 

us,  “  That  he  never  knew  any  Thing  fo 
*c  good  for  the  Stomach  as  Tar-waterT — 
After  thefe  Teitimonies  in  Favour  of  Tar- 
water^  in  the  Entrance  of  his  Book,  we  hear 
no  more  of  Fads  or  real  Cures,  till  Sett.  77. 
where  he  tells  us,  tc  That  Twenty-five  Fevers 
fc  were  cured  in  his  own  Family  by  thisMe- 
cc  dicinal  Water,  drank  copioufly/’ — though 
he  owns  that  fome  of  thofe  Patients  had 
been  vomited  at  firft ;  befides  the  Cures  al¬ 
ready  mentioned  his  Lordfhip  affirms,  <c  He 
“  has  known  fome  pleuritic  Perfons  cured 
“  by  drinking  Tar-water ,  and  applying  a 
“  Blifter  to  the  Stitch  f  ’  that  he  cured  a 
Gangrene  by  it,  and  the  Bloody  Flux  ;  tho’ 
he  owns  very  candidly  that  he  has  a  better 
Remedy  for  the  Flux  than  even  Tar-water  it- 
felf. — Lajlly,  he  tells  us,  that  he  has  found 
Benefit  by  it  in  the  Cholic. — Thefe  are  all  the 
Inftances  of  real  Cures  which  I  can  colled 
from  his  Lordfhip’s  Book ;  and  to  thefe  I 
(hall  oppofe  fome  Cures  performed  by  my 

Febrifuge. - If  his  Lordfhip  then  has  found 

Tar-water  fuccefsful  in  common  epidemic 
Fevers,  I  have  cured  the  malignant  ones  by 
cold  Water  only  j  if  he  has  known  it  fervice- 

able 
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able  In  the  Small  Pox,  I  have  had  Experience 
of  the  Efficacy  of  cold  Water ,  not  in  the 
Small  Pox  only,  but  in  eruptive  Fevers  of  all 
Kinds ;  of  which  I  could  recite  many  In- 
ftances,  but,  for  the  Sake  of  Brevity,  I  ffiall 
refer  you  to  my  Book. — As  to  Pleuriiies  and 
Peripneu monies,  his  Lordlhipdoes  not  affirm 
that  he  ever  cured  one  by  Tar-water,  but 
only  fufpeds  it  may  be  done.  I  ffiall  re¬ 
fer  thefe,  therefore,  to  the  Clafs  of  imagina¬ 
ry  Cures. — But  the  mod;  wonderful  Effeds, 
which  his  Lordffiip  mentions  to  have  been 
wrought  by  Tar -water,  are  in  Confumptions, 

Coughs,  and  Ulcerations  of  the  Lungs. _ 

Now,  if  cold  Water  furpafles  his  Lordlhip’s 
Remedy  in  fuch  important  and  difficult 
Cafes,  we  may  fairly  conclude,  it  does  fo 
likewife  in  others  of  lefs  Difficulty. — And, 
a  Proof  that  it  does,  I  need  only  refer  you 
to  my  Book ,  where  you  will  fee  that  I  my- 
felf  was  cured  not  only  of  a  Cough,  a  Spit¬ 
ting  of  Blood,  and  an  Ulcer  of  the  Lungs, 
but  of  a  Jaundice  too  into  the  Bargain,  by 

drinking  cold  Water  for  four  Days  together. _ 

As  to  the  Virtues  of  Tar-water  in  length¬ 
ening  the  Stomach,  curing  Cholics,  and  the 
like,  it  feems  as  if  his  Lordffiip  has  bor¬ 
rowed  what  he  has  faid  upon  thefe  Articles 
from  my  Book  ;  in  which  1  have  given  a  full 
Detail  of  the  admirable  Effeds  of  cold  Wa¬ 
ter  on  the  Stomach,  in  curing  vomiting  Hic¬ 
coughs,  the  Heart-burn,  &c.  and  I  may  fay, 
without  Vanity,  that  it  has  this  fuperior  Ex¬ 
cellency,  that  it  founds  in  Need  neither  of 
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Oil  of  Nutmegs,  nor  Canary,  to  corredt  it  $ 
nor  does  it  give  any  Offence  even  to  the 
niceft  Stomach. — And,  as  to  the  Cholic,  I 
can  prove  from  his  Lordfhip’s  own  Con- 
ceffion,  that  my  Specific  furpaffes  his ;  for, 
though  his  Lordfhip  has  found  great  Benefit 
by  Tar -water  in  a  Cholic,  yet  he  allows  he 
has  not  met  with  a  perfedt  Cure  ;  but  I 
have  fhewn  that  cold  Water  is  an  infallible 
Remedy  in  Cholics,  if  you  ufe  it  rightly, 
and  I  myfelf  was  as  frequently  troubled  with 
Fits  of  the  Cholic ,  as  mofi  People  were ,  be¬ 
fore  1  knew  the  Ufe  of  Water ;  but,  after 
the  Time  that  I  began  to  drink  it ,  I  do  not 
remember  that  I  had  ever  one  Touch  of  it , 
whilft  I  ft  aid  above . —  The  Waters,  indeed, 
of  this  Lower  World  do  not  agree  fo  well 
with  my  Conftitution,  which  I  impute  to  the 
bituminous  or  pitchy  Particles  that  they  con¬ 
tain. — I  might  go  through  the  few  remain¬ 
ing  Cures,  which  are  recorded  in  his  Lord¬ 
fhip’s  Book  to  have  been  wrought  by  Tar- 
water ,  but  I  have  faid  enough,  I  believe, 
to  convince  an  unprejudiced  Perfon,  that 
greater  Cures  have  been  effected  by  mine 
than  by  his  Lordfhip’s  Remedy. 

Garth .  You  have  reduced  his  Lordfhip’s 
real  Cures  to  a  very  inconfiderable  Num¬ 
ber,  Dodtor. 

Hancock .  Yes,  Sir,  and,  if  proper  Al¬ 
lowance  was  made  for  “  Efebls  mifimpii - 
“  ted,  Cajes  wrong  told \  Circumftances  over - 
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cc  looked ,  and ,  perhaps ,  ftw,  Prejudices  and 
<c  Partialities  in  Favour  of  his  Remedy  f 
the  Catalogue,  I  dare  affirm,  would  ftill  be 

lefs.  — A  Phyfician  might  put  fome  Queries 
to  his  Lordfhip  about  thefe  Cures,  which  it 
would  not  be  eafy  for  him  to  anfvver.  As, 
for  Inftance,  What  Certainty  he  had  that 
he  had  cured  an  Ulcer  of  the  Lungs  by  his 
Remedy  ?  How  he  could  prove  that  the 
Cure  of  the  twenty-five  Fevers  was  owing 
to  Par-water ,  though  feveral  of  the  Patients 
had  been  vomited  in  the  Beginning  ?  How 
he  came  to  know  that  in  pleuritic  Cafes, 
in  which  Blifters  were  applied  to  the  Stitch, 
the  Cure  was  effe&ed  by  Par-water ;  and 
that  the  Blifters  had  no  Hand  in  it  ?  A  Phy¬ 
fician,  I  fay,  might  alk  thefe  Queftions, 
fince  he  knows  that  a  vifcid  Phlegm,  which 
oftentimes  is  the  Confequence  of  taking  Cold, 
may  be  eafily  miftaken  by  the  Unfkilful  for 
expeftorated  Pus  ; —  that  epidemic  Fevers 
are  often  cured  by  Vomiting  alone,  and  fome- 
times  go  off  without  the  Affiftance  of  any 
Medicines ;  and  that  a  pleuritic  Pain  has 
often  been  removed  by  only  applying  a 
Blifter  to  the  Part  afte&ed. 

*■  +  * 

Garth.  Your  Remarks  are  very  judicious, 

I  confefs  ;  but  I  would  have  you  take  Care, 

left,  in  refuting  the  Bifhop’s  Book,  you  fhould 
happen  likewife  to  refute  your  own.. 

Hancock.  I  am  not  afraid  of  that  :  But 
I  proceed  now  to  his  Lordfhip's  imaginary 
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Cures ,  or  what  he  believes  of  the  Virtues 
of  Tar-water.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  accufe 
his  Lordfhip  of  Credulity,  but  I  hope  I  may 
be  allowed  to  put  my  Faith  in  cold  Water 
in  the  Scale  againft  his  Lordfhip’s  Faith  in 
Tar-water ,  and  that  one  may  pafs  for  as  good 
an  Argument  as  the  other. — His  Lordfhip 
believes  then,  “  That  Tar-water  will  prevent 
“  the  Small  Pox,  or  render  it  favourable  f  ’ 
and  I  believe,  that  ££  the  Life  of  the  Game 
u  in  the  Small  Pox,  and  in  all  other  erup- 
“  tive  Fevers,  is  to  quell  the  Fever  at  tiie 
<c  very  firft  ;  which,  if  it  can  be  done,  I 
cc  I  dare  almoft  engage  the  Eruptions  will  be 
<c  kindly,  and  without  afiy  dangerous  Symp- 
cc  toms  attending  them.  And  I  boldly  affert 
<c  that  nothing  will  fo  effectually  do  this 
££  as  plentiful  Dofes  of  cold  Water  His 
Lordihip  believes,  £C  That  Tar -water  is 
£C  excellent,  and  even  better  than  Balfam 
<c  of  Peru  in  Afthma’s,  the  Gravel,  Nephri- 
££  tic  Pains,  Cholics,  and  ObftruCtions 
and  have  I  not  faid  in  my  Book,  that  I 
believe  the  fame  Things  of  cold  Water  ? 
His  Lordfhip  fufpeCfs,  ££  That  a  pleuritic 
<c  Patient,  betaking  himfelf  to  Bed  betimes, 
<£  and  drinking  very  copioufly  of  Tar-water , 
££  may  be  cured  by  that  alone,  without 
c<  Bleeding,  Bliftering,  or  any  other  Medi- 
ff£  cine  whatfoever;” — and,  on  the  other 
Hand,  I  verily  believe,  £C  A  plentiful  Dofe 
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<c  of  cold  Water ,  given  in  Bed,  in  a  Pleu* 
rify,  Peripneumony,  Quinfey,  and  EryfN 
<Q  pdas,  would,  in  a  great  Meafure,  prevent 
the  Diftempers  themfelves,  and  reduce 
tC  them  to  the  Nature  of  common  Fevers  *.,f 
Nay,  more,  I  have  declared  it  as  my  Opinion, 
that  thefe  Kinds  of  Difeafes  may  be  cured 
by  cold  Water  alone,  without  Evacuations 
of  any  Kind. - His  Lordfhip  verily  be¬ 

lieves  "Tar-water  to  be  <c  the  beft  and  fafeft 
<c  Medicine  to  prevent  the  Gout,  or  to  drive 
“  it  from  the  Vitals.”  —  This  is  apparent¬ 
ly  borrowed  from  my  Book  ;  for  I  have 
laid  the  felf-fame  Thing  of  cold  Water ,  and 
alrnoft  in  the  felf-fame  Words.  —  I  am 
unwilling  to  tire  out  your  Patience,  by 
producing  more  Quotations,  to  fhew  the 
Similitude  there  is  between  his  Lordfhip’s 
Way  of  W riling  and  my  own  ;  but  lhall 
juft  give  a  Specimen  or  two  of  his  Rea- 
foning  about  the  Operation  of  his  Remedy, 
which  (where  it  deferves  the  Name  of  Rea- 
foning)  is  plainly  copied  from  mine. 

I  have  faid  of  cold  Water ,  iC  That  it  is 
cc  the  moft  innocent  and  moft  powerful 
<£  Aperient,  unlefs  we  may  except  Mercury , 
“  but  infinitely  fafer  than'  that.”  —  His 
Lordfhip  has  taken  this,  and  applied  it  to 
Tar -water. 

Again,  in  fpeaking  cf  the  Plague,  I  ob- 
ferved,  “  That,  as  the  Plague  is  only  a 
V  higher  Degree  of  a  malignant  Fever,  cold 
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u  Water  will  probably  take  it  off,  as  it  does 
c<  other  malignant  Fevers/’  —  This  his 
Lordfhip  has  copied  after  me  3  only,  inftead 
of  malignant  Fevers,  he  has  put  in  the 
Word  Eryfipelas,  and  by  that  Means  ren¬ 
dered  the  Reafoning  of  lefs  Force. — -  Lajily , 

In  fpeaking  of  the  good  Effects  of  cold  W  a  ter 
in  an  Afthma,  I  have  fhewn  in  what  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  Cafes  it  may  be  ferviceable,  as  it 
thins  a  vifcid  or  fizy  Blood  ;  thickens  the 
Humours  when  they  are  too  thin  and  (harp  5 
relaxes  and  moiftens  the  too  dry  and  rigid 
Fibres  ;  and  reftores  the  lax  and  weak  ones 
to  their  proper  Tone.  All  this  his  Lord¬ 
fhip  has  borrowed  from  my  Book,  and  ap¬ 
plied  it  almoft  Word  for  Word,  to  account 
for  the  Operation  of  ‘Tar-water.- — To  fum 
up  all  that  I  have  been  faying,  in  few 
Words :  His  Lordfhip  s  Reafoning  as  well  as 
his  Remedy  feem  to  be  borrowed  from  my 
Book,  and  he  has  left  both  in  a  worfe  . 
Condition  than  he  found  them.  As  for  the 
Reafoning,  you  are  Witneffes  how  ill  he 
has  applied  it  ;  and,  as  for  the  Remedy,  I 
dare  affirm, '  that,  if  there  be  any  Virtue 
in  it,  it  is  owing  wholly  to  the  Water,  and 
that  the  Tar  is,  at  befl,  but  an  ufelefs  Ingre¬ 
dient. — 

I  f 

Garth.  I  thank  you,  Dodtor,  for  your 
excellent  Difcourfe. — You  have  maintained 
■your  Point  like  an  able  Difputant,  and 
*  D  2  the 
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tile  Mciits  ot  yours  and  his  Lordlhip’s  Iceme- 
dy  fee m,  upon  the  Whole,  to  be  fo  equal, 
tnat  I  cannot  determine  to  which  the  Pre¬ 
ference  is  due.  —  One  Thing,  however,  I 
may  venture  to  affirm,  namely,  that  his 
Lord fli ip  mud  certainly  have  been  very 
much  at  a  Lofs  for  Arguments,  to  fup- 
port  his  Opinion,  when  he  adopted  fuch  as 

thoi'e  you  have  been  mentioning. _ But  if 

the  Virtues  of  the  Biffiop’s  Medicine  be  ow¬ 
ing  wholly  to  the  Water,  what  becomes  of 
the  Bdlfam,  the  volatile  Salt,  the  luminous 
Spirit,  C sc.  which  Mr.  Smith  told  us  it  con¬ 
tained  Are  they  not  really  contained  in  it  ? 
Oi  do  they  lublilf  in  it  undifcovered  ?  - 

Hancock.  To  give  you  my  Opinion  of  it 
freely,  I  am  fatisfied,  that  all  that  it  con¬ 
tains  (mere  Water  alone  excepted)  is  only 
a  little  acid  Phlegm,  fome-of  its  volatile  acid 
-  Salt,  and  a  mfficient  Quantity  of  Wood-foot 
to  render  the  Water  nauleous. — I  am  no 
Chymift  my  lei  f,  but,  one  whom  I  applied 
to,  told  me,  that,  although  he  had  been 
liaid  at  Work  upon  'Tar  -  water  fbr  fome 
I  line,  to  extrafl:  the  luminous  Spirit  from 
it,  yet  he  had  not  been  able  to  procure  a 
iingle  Grain  of  Light  from  a  whole  Hoo-f. 
head  or  it.  He  convinced  me  likewffe 
that  what  the  Author  fays,  about  its  bal- 
lamic  Qualities,  is  merely  imaginary. — 


Garth . 


Garth.  If  you  can  prove  that  it  has  no 
ballamic  Qualities,  I  think  the  Vfdtory  will 
be  yours,  fince  the  Author  founds  his  Expec¬ 
tation  on  it,  chiefly  as  a  Balfam. 

Hancock .  It  will  be  no  hard  Matter  to  do 
that'  b  or,  if  I  apprehend  the  Matter  right¬ 
ly,  the  Word,  Balfamic ,  is  only  applicable  to 
Medicines,  which  adt  upon  the  Body  as  a 
Balfam. — Now  all  Balfams,  of  which  Num¬ 
ber  Tar  is  one,  are  compounded  of  Water, 
an  acid,  faline  Spirit,  and  an  Oil,  which* 
when  it  is  infpidated,  becomes  a  Refin— 
Tnefe  Parts,  or  Principles  of  a  Balfam,  are 
feparable  from  one  another  by  Art ;  but, 
when  the  Balfam  is  deprived  of  any  one  of 
them,  it  is  then  no  longer  to  be  confidered 
as  a  Balfam,  but  becomes  another  Thing. 
The  Principles,  or  conflituent  Parts  of  a 
Balfam,  differ  from  each  other  in  their  Qua¬ 
lities  and  Effedts,  as  well  as  from  the  Balfam 
itfelf,  of  which  they  are  the  Parts :  Thus 
the  Spirit  and  Oil  of  Turpentine  are  very 
different  from  each  other,  as  well  as  they  are 
from  Turpentine  itfelf—  But  the  principal 
Virtues  of  all  Balfams  are  owing  to  their 
Oils.  According  to  this  Account  of  Balfams, 
the  acid  Spirits,  or  Salts  of  Tar ,  mu  ft  be 
very  different  from  Tar  itfelf :  If  this  be 
true,  and  it  be  true  likewife,  that  Water  can 
only  take  up  its  acid  Salt,  and  not  touch  its 

principal 
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principal  Parts,  namely,  its  Oil  or  Refin 
(which  his  Lordfhip  himfelf  allows  *)  How 
can  ’Tar-water  be  faid,  with  any  Propriety* 
to  be  balfamic  ?  And,  if  it  be  not  balfamic, 
how  does  it  fheathe  fcorbutic  Salts  ?  In  my 
Opinion,  it  is  much  more  likely  to  produce 
fcorbutic  Salts,  than  fheathe  them.  If  I  may 
prefume  to  fay  fo,  therefore,  his  Lordfhip 
has  been  guilty  of  a  Paralogifm,  in  this 
Point,  for  it  does  not  follow,  that,  becaufe 
Tar  is  a  Balfam,  Tar-water  mufl  be  a  Balfam 
too.* — 

/ 

Garth.  You  furprife  me  greatly,  Dodor  $ 
for,  who  could  have  thought  a  Perfon  of  his 
Lordfhip’s  Learning  and  Abilities,  one  that 
foars  fo  high  in  Spirituals,  and  who  can  de¬ 
monstrate  the  Dodrine  of  the  Trinity,  by  a 
neceffary  Chain  of  Reafoning,  from  the 
Virtue  of  Tar  -  water ,  could  have  been 
caught  tripping  in  fuch  a  material  Point  as 
this  ? 

» 

% 

Hancock .  You  would  be  more  furprifedy 
if  I  was  to  colled  together  all  the  groundlefs 
Affertions,  and  falfe  Reafonings,  which  are 
to  be  met  with  in  the  Book — For  Inftance — • 
Does  he  not  tell  us  in  one  Place,  “  That  Tar* 
“  water  is  an  Aperient,  like  common  Water* 
««  but  then  it  does  not  diftend  the  VefTels  fo 

✓  i  .  ’  •*  i 
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u  much  as  mere  Water  does  ?”  What  Is  this, 
but  Afferting,  in  other  Words,  that  a  Quart 
of  Tar -water  does  not  take  up  fo  much 
Room  in  the  Body,  as  a  Quart  of  Spring- 
water  does  ?  I  fhould  have  been  laughed  at 
defervedly,  if  I  had  faid  any  Thing  like 
this. —  Again  ;  his  Lordfhip  afferts,  That 
Tar-water  is  an  Acid  ;  yet,  in  another  Place, 
he  tells  us,  that  it  has  the  Virtues  of  an 
Alcali>  or  an  alcaline  Soap,  though  not  its  ill 
Effefts.  —  Are  not  thefe  *4ffertions  contra¬ 
dictory  ?  I  might  produce  more  Inftances  of 
this  Kind  ;  but,  as  it  is  an  invidious  Talk,  I 
(hall  decline  it. — His  Lordfhip  has,  however, 
been  guilty  of  an  Overlight,  which  is  fo 
glaring,  that  I  cannot  pals  it  by  — ■  He  af¬ 
firms,  “  That  the  fpecific  Virtues  of  Tar- 
fi£  water  are  contained  in  its  acid  Spirit, 
“  which  is,  in  Truth,  a  volatile  Salt 
If  fo,  Tar -water  can  neither  aft  as  a  Balfam, 
nor  a  Soap,  nor  a  Chalybeate,  nor  an  Opiate, 
nor  yet  as  a  Mercurial,  but  like  what  it 
really  is,  an  acid  Salt  diffolved  in  a  large 
Quantity  of  Water  : — All,  therefore,  which 
has  been  faid,  about  its  having  the  Virtues  of 
the  above-mentioned  Medicines,  mult  be 
merely  imaginary — But  farther,  if  the  fpecific 
Qualities  of  Tar -water  refide  in  its  acid  Salt, 
it  follows  from  his  Lordlhip’s  own  Concef- 
fion,  that  it  cannot  aft  at  all,  except  upon 
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the  Stomach  and  Inteftines,  where  we  have 
fufficient  Evidence  of  its  Acting,  by  the 
Sicknefs  it  creates.  The  Conceffion,  I  mean, 
is  this  : —  His  Lordfhip  allows,  that  Acids 
muft  be  quite  fubdued  and  changed,  before 
they  can  be  received  into  the  animal  Fluids, 
or  that  they  muft  be  aftimilated  into  the 
.Nature  of  thofe  Fluids.  But  this  intirely 
overturns  at  once  the  Houfe  of  Cards,  which 
his  Lordfhip  has  raifed  with  fo  much  Art 
and  Care :  For,  when  Medicines  are  fo  far 
changed,  as  to  become  a  conftituent  Part  of 
the  Fluids,  into  which  they  are  received,  it 
is  plain  they  can  no  longer  acft  as  Medi¬ 
cines  : —  But,  if  this  be  true  of  the  ftronger 
and  more  powerful  Acids,  it  muft  hold  good 
in  the  weaker  ones,  fuch  as  Tar- water, 
which  (to  ufe  his  Lordfhip’s  own  Words)  is 
fo  gentle,  bland,  and  temperate  an  Acid,  as 
to  be  aftimilated  with  the  utmoft  Eafe  *. 
flow  can  the  Advocates  for  Tar-water  pre¬ 
tend  to  fay,  after  this,  “  That  it  is  'an  Al- 
<c  terative  which  penetrates  the  whole  Syjlern , 
‘c  opens ,  heals ,  and  Jlrengthens  the  remote 
cc  Vejjels,  alters  and  propels  their  Contents , 
<c  and  enters  the  minuteji  Capillaries  ?” 

Garth .  Your  Remark  is  juft;  but  I  can¬ 
not  agree  with  yon,  that  his  Lordfhip  has 
been  guilty  of  an  Overfight  in  dropping  this 
Conceffion.— 

?  Seft.  48*  f  Se£t.  no. 

Hancock , 


Hancock .  How !  Not  an  Overfight:,  fay 
you  ? 

Garth .  No,  Sir  ;  I  look  upon  it,  for  my 
Part,  to  be  a  deep-laid  Defign. 

Hancock .  Why,  this  is  more  amazing  than 
any  Thing  in  the  Bifhop’s  Book. —  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  know  what  Reafon  you  have  for 
Thinking  in  this  Manner. 

Garth .  Can  you,  or  any  one  elfe,  imagine, 
that  a  Perfon  of  the  Bifhop  of  Cloyne  s  Saga¬ 
city  could  be  guilty  of  fuch  a  horrible  Blun¬ 
der  (if  I  may  call  it  fo)  if  he  really  intended 
that  People  fhould  give  any  Credit  to  what 
he  had  been  faying  about  the  Virtues  of  Tar * 
water  ? 

Hancock.  *Tis  hard  to  conceive,  I  own  $ 
but  what  is  your  Opinion  ? 

Garth.  My  Opinion  is,  that  the  Bifhop 
artfully  dropped  this  Coriceffion,  juft  as  he  was 
going  to  take  his  Leave  of  T ar -w  at  *r ,  only 
to  infinuate  the  real  Defign  of  his  Book, 
which,  as  he  openly  profefies  afterwards, 
was  to  furprife  People  into  certain  Reflexions , 
for  which  they  have  no  Curiofity.  ’Tis  paft 
a  Doubt  to  me,  that  the  Bifhop’ s  Book  was 
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wnt  with  no  other  View,  but  to  make 
Converts  to  his  Philofophy  ,  aAd  that  Tar- 
water  intended  only  for  a  Bait  to  draw 
worldly-minded  People  in  to  read  it  •  or 
as  one  may  /ay,  a  Ladder,  by  which  ’  you 
may  mount  up  to  the  Trinity'.—  This  Hy- 
pothefis  at  once,  lets  us  into  his  Lordfoip’s 
real  Defign,  and  clears  him  from  the  Im¬ 
putation  of  Quackery ;  for  the  Book  is  not 

in  Reality,  a  Treatife  of  Pbyftc,  but  of  Me- 

taphyfics . 

Hancock.  Your  Conjecture  is  ingenious ; 
but  I  cannot  allow  it  to  be  any  Thing  more 
than  a  Conjedture. 

♦  <  #  , 

Garth.  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  fomething 
mora  But  I.  have  another  Reafon  to  be  of 
this  Opinion,  which  you  may,  perhaps,  ob¬ 
ject  to,  but  which  I  think  a  weighty  one. 

•  TJ:l^ock-  May  I  afk  what  your  Reafon ' 
is.  Doctor  ? 

Garth.  You  wiH  grant  me,  I  believe, 
that  the  Author  of  Sins  is  a  Perfon  of 
quick  Difcernment  and  Judgment. 

'  . .  *>  .  - 

Hancock ,  It  is  no  Compliment  to  him 
to  allow  it. 


Garth , 


Garth.  And  likewife  that  he  is  tolerably 
well  verfed  in  the  Nature  of  Difeafes  and 
of  Remedies. 

Hancock.  I  allow  it. 

Garth.  Very  well.  Sir  ;  I  affirm  then,  that 
it  is  utterly  impoffible  for  a  Perfon  of  any 
Judgment  or  Difcernment,  who  is  the  leaft 
acquainted  with  the  Nature  of  Difeafes,  to 
entertain  a  Belief  of  an  Univerfal  Remedy,— 
fuch  as  'Tar-water  is  fuppofed  to  be. —  But 
I  beg  Pardon,  for  I  think  yours  was  fome- 
thing  of  this  Kind. 


Hancock.  My  Remedy,  Sir,  might  have 
been  of  general  Ufe,  had  People  been  wife 
enough  to  make  Trial  of  it;,  but  I  never 
pretended  to  fav  it  was  an  Univerfal  one.  ■ 
However,  I  fee  no  Abfurdity  in  fuppofing 
there  may  be  fuch  a  Thing. 

Garth.  Give  me  Leave  to  afk  you.  Sir, 
whether  you  think  the  Knowledge  of  Dif¬ 
eafes  neceffary  to  their  Cure,  or  not  ? 


Hancock.  Firft,  let  me  underftand  what 
you  mean  by  the  Knowledge  of  Difeafes  ? 
For,  I  think,  you  Phyficians  differ  in  this 
Point Do  you  mean  a  Knowledge  of 
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'  t^ie  Caufes  of  Difeafes,  or  only  of  their  Signs 
and  Symptoms  ? 

Garth .  I  mean  a  Knowledge  of  their 
Signs,  .  or  fuch  a  Knowledge  as  enables  a 
Phyfician,  upon  the  Appearance  of  any 
Difeafe,  to  diffinguifh  it  from  all  others. 

Hancock .  I  allow  fuch  a  Knowledge  to  be 
neceffary. 

Garth.,  You  will  allow,  likewife,  that  a 
Thing  cannot  be  neceffary  and  unneceffary, 

ufeful  and  of  no  Ufe,  at  one  and  the  fame 
Time. 

Hancock.  Certainly.  :  . 

Garth.  You  muff  then  give  up  all  Pre¬ 
tences  to  an  Univerfal  Medicine  $  for,  upon 
the  Suppofition  of  fuch  a  Medicine,  the 
Knowledge  of  Difeafes  becomes  intirely  ufe-  , 

Jefs  and  unneceffary,  and  the  Art  of  Phyfic  t 
is  at  an  End.  *  ) 

Hancock.  Be  fo  good  as  to  explain  your 

Meaning  •  for  I  do  not  fee  the  Force  of  your 
Reafoning.  y 

Garth.  I  think  it  is  very  plain  ;  for,  if  a 
Remedy  be  good  in  all  Diftempers,  all  Ages 
and  all  Conffitutions,  like  Tar-water ,  it  muff, 

of 


of  Confequence,  be  unneceffary  to  diftinguifh 
one  Diflemper  from  another,  fince  it  may 
be  given  in  all  indifferently.  For,  let  the 
Difeafe  be  what  it  will,  the  Remedy,  like 
Gargantuan  Pills ,  knows  what  it  has  to  do. 
For,  in  cold  Conftitutions,  it  will  heat,  in 
hot  ones  it  will  cool,  in  dry  ones  it  will 
relax  and  moiflen,  and  in  moift  ones  it  will 
dry  and  flrengthen. 

Hancock .  There  feems  to  be  fome  Truth 
in  what  you  fay  y  —  but  fuppofe  I  fhould 
retradt,  and  fay,  that  the  Knowledge  of  Dif- 
eafes  is  not  neceffary  towards  their  Cure. 

Garth .  It  would  be  eafy  to  reply  y  for, 
if  it  be  not  neceffary  to  diftinguifh  be¬ 
tween  one  Di (temper  and  another,  then  it 
vill  be  good  Practice  to  treat  them  all  a- 
ke ;  coniequently,  the  very  fame  Method 
and  Medicines  will  be  proper  in  a  Pleurify 
and  Dropfy,  the  Gout  and  Green- ficknefs, 
a  Cholic  and  Confumption  5  the  Abfurdity 
of  which  is  too  glaring  to  be  longer  infilled 
on. 

-  *-  *  ^  * 

Hancock .  Well,  Sir,  you  may  reafbn  as 
long  and  as  learnedly  as  you  pleafe,  upon 
the  Folly  of  trufling  to  Univerfal  Medi¬ 
cines  and  the  Retailers  of  them  5  but  depend 
upon  it,  that  we  Empirics  fhall  ftill  have 
the  Multitude  on  our  Side. 


Garth . 


IWJ  ~ 
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Garth .  I  grant  it,  Sir  ;  and  for  this  plain 
Reafon,  becaufe  it  is  much  eafier  for  a 
Man  to  furrender  himfelf  up  to  the  Gui¬ 
dance  of  any  Pretender  to  Medicine,  than 
to  be  at  the  Pains  of  examining  his  Preten- 
fions  by  the  Light  of  his  own  Senfe  and 
Underftanding. 

t,  '  '  '  w‘  \ . *  ^ ' 
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